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®* News definition concept, meaning and elements

* News Values

®* News Structure (chronological and inverted pyramid)

 LEARNING OBJECTIVES
After this chapter students will be able to undamstabout:
¢ To understand the importance of News

¢ To understand the global News system

e Importance of news reporting values

e Tounderstand the News media of today’s times

¢ To understand the various forms of News writindesty

 NEW

News is information about current events. This mayprovided through many

different media: word of mouth, printing, postalsssms, broadcasting, electronjc

communication, or through the testimony of obsexard witnesses to events.

Common topics for news reports include war, goveminpolitics, education

health, the environment, economy, business, faslaiod entertainment, as well as

athletic events, quirky or unusual events. Govemtnpeoclamations, concerning

royal ceremonies, laws, taxes, public health, aidicals, have been dubbed news

since ancient times. Technological and social dgraknts, often driven by

government communication and espionage network® imgreased the speed with
which news can spread, as well as influenced i$erd. The genre of news as we

know it today is closely associated with the nevpgpa

« MEANING

Etymology

The English word "news" developed in the 14th cgnas a special use of th
plural form of "new". In Middle English, the equieat word was newes, like th
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French nouvelles and the German Neues. Similarlojevents are found in the
Slavic languages — namely the Czech and Slovaknggfiom novy, "new"), the
cognate Polish nowiny, the Bulgarian novini, ands&an novosti — and in the
Celtic languages: the Welsh newyddion (from newyalt) the Cornish nowodhow
(from nowydh).

Jessica Garretson Finch is credited with coinirg phrase "current events"
while teaching at Barnard College in the 1890s.

Newness

As its name implies, "news" typically connotes tpeesentation of new
information. The newness of news gives it an uageruality which distinguishes
it from the more careful investigations of histavy other scholarly disciplines.
Whereas historians tend to view events as causelbted Manifestations of
underlying processes, news stories tend to des@veats in isolation, and to
exclude discussion of the relationships betweermth&lews conspicuously
describes the world in the present or immediaté pasn when the most important
aspects of a news story have occurred long in #is&—por are expected to occur in
the future. To make the news, an ongoing procest have some "peg", an event
in time which anchors it to the present moment.aielly, news often addresses
aspects of reality which seem unusual, deviangutrof the ordinary. Hence the
famous dictum that "Dog Bites Man" is not news, 'thdan Bites Dog" is.

Another corollary of the newness of news is thathaw technology enables
new media to disseminate news more quickly, 'slofams of communication
may move away from 'news' towards ‘analysis'.

Commodity

According to some theories, "news" is whatever tiesvs industry sells.
Journalism, broadly understood along the same,lisethe act or occupation of
collecting and providing news. From a commerciakpective, news is simply one
input, along with paper (or an electronic serveessary to prepare a final product
for distribution. A news agency supplies this reseu'wholesale” and publishers
enhance it for retail.

Tone

Most purveyors of news value impartiality, neutsaliand objectivity, despite
the inherent difficulty of reporting without polital bias. Perception of these values
has changed greatly over time as sensationaliabtbidl journalism' has risen in
popularity. Michael Schudson has argued that beftoeeera of World War | and
the concomitant rise of propaganda, journalistsewest aware of the concept of
bias in reporting, let alone actively correcting ito News is also sometimes said to
portray the truth, but this relationship is elusaral qualified.
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Paradoxically, another property commonly attributeid news is News
sensationalism, the disproportionate focus on,exatjgeration of, emotive storigs
for public consumption. This news is also not umed to gossip, the human
practice of sharing information about other humahsutual interest. A commor
sensational topic is violence; hence another neetard, "if it bleeds, it leads".

Newsworthiness

Newsworthiness is defined as a subject having sefft relevance to the
public or a special audience to warrant press @eior coverage.

News values seem to be common across cultureslePsegm to be interested
in news to the extent which it has a big impacscdiées conflicts, happens nearlyy,
involves well-known people, and deviates from thenms of everyday happenings.
War is a common news topic, partly because it ve®lunknown events that could
pose personal danger.

History

« Folk news

Evidence suggests that cultures around the woxd faund a place for peopl
to share stories about interesting new informatidmong Zulus, Mongolians,
Polynesians, and American Southerners, anthromidiave documented the
practice of questioning travelers for news as atenadf priority. Sufficiently
important news would be repeated quickly and ofterdl could spread by word @
mouth over a large geographic area. Even as pgiriiesses came into use |n
Europe, news for the general public often traveledlly via monks, travelers
town criers, etc.

1Y%
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The news is also transmitted in public gatheringces, such as the Greek
forum and the Roman baths. Starting in Englandeebibuses served as important
sites for the spread of news, even after teleconwations became widely
available. The history of the coffee houses isddafrom Arab countries, which
was introduced in England in the 16th century.ne Muslim world, people have
gathered and exchanged news at mosques and ottial glaces. Travelers o
pilgrimages to Mecca traditionally stay at carawaais, roadside inns, along the
way, and these places have naturally served asfhulgsining news of the world
In late medieval Britain, reports ("tidings") of jomevents were a topic of great
public interest, as chronicled in Chaucer's 138@ House of Fame and othg
works.

=

* Government proclamations

Before the invention of newspapers in the earlyhl¢entury, official
government bulletins and edicts were circulatedtimes in some centralized
empires. The first documented use of an organipedier service for the diffusion
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of written documents is in Egypt, where Pharaoledwuriers for the diffusion of
their decrees in the territory of the State (2400).BJulius Caesar regularly
publicized his heroic deeds in Gaul, and upon beétgrdictator of Rome began
publishing government announcements called ActafaiuThese were carved in
metal or stone and posted in public places. In enadliEngland, parliamentary
declarations were delivered to sheriffs for pubigplay and reading at the market.

Specially sanctioned messengers have been recdgni2éetnamese culture,
among the Khasi people in India, and in the Fox Wfdnebago cultures of the
American midwest. The Zulu Kingdom used runnerguakly disseminate news.
In West Africa, news can be spread by griots. Irsthuases, the official spreaders
of news have been closely aligned with holdersatitipal power.

Town criers were a common means of conveying in&dion to citydwellers.
In thirteenth-century Florence, criers known asditani arrived in the market
regularly, to announce political news, to convokiblit meetings, and to call the
populace to arms. In 1307 and 1322-1325, laws wstablished governing their
appointment, conduct, and salary. These laws siipdl how many times a
banditoro was to repeat a proclamation and wherthencity they were to read
them. Different declarations sometimes came withditamhal protocols;
announcements regarding the plague were also tedukat the city gates. These
proclamations all used a standard format, beginniiy an exordium—"The
worshipful and most esteemed gentlemen of the EghVard and Security of the
city of Florence make it known, notify, and exptgssommand, to whosoever, of
whatever status, rank, quality and condition"—armatinuing with a statement
(narratio), a request made upon the listenerstigetand the penalty to be exacted
from those who would not comply (peroratio). In #itdth to major declarations,
bandi (announcements) might concern petty crimsguyests for information, and
notices about missing slaves. Niccolo Machiavelisveaptured by the Medicis in
1513, following a bando calling for his immediaterrender. Some town criers
could be paid to include advertising along with sew

Under the Ottoman Empire, official messages wegrilegly distributed at
mosques, by traveling holy men, and by secularsri€hese criers were sent to
read official announcements in marketplaces, higiswand other well-traveled
places, sometimes issuing commands and penaltiessfabedience.

e Early news networks

The spread of news has always been linked to theremications networks in
place to disseminate it. Thus, political, religipasd commercial interests have
historically controlled, expanded, and monitorednownications channels by
which news could spread. Postal services havebeeg closely entwined with the
maintenance of political power in a large area.
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One of the imperial communication channels, calttéd "Royal Road" News

traversed the Assyrian Empire and served as adags of its power. The Romap
Empire maintained a vast network of roads, knowweuasus publicus, for simila

purposes.

Visible chains of long distance signaling, knownaguical telegraphy, have
also been used throughout history to convey limitgges of information. These
can have ranged from smoke and fire signals torambthsystems using semaphqgre
codes and telescopes. The latter form of optidagtaph came into use in Japan,

Britain, France, and Germany from the 1790s thrahehl 850s.

* Rise of the newspaper

The London Gazette, "Published By Authority" (of the Stationers'

The spread of paper and the printing press froorm&to Europe preceded ja
major advance in the transmission of news. Withsihread of printing presses and
the creation of new markets in the 1500s, news nuweld a shift from factual ang
precise economic reporting, to a more emotive aadwheeling format. (Private
newsletters containing important intelligence tfeme remained in use by people
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The London Gazette.
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who needed to know.) The first newspapers emerge@Gdrmany in the early
1600s. Relation aller Firnemmen und gedenckwirdigistorien, from 1605, is
recognized as the world's first formalized 'newspamwhile not a 'newspaper’ in
the modern sense, the Ancient Roman acta diurneeder similar purpose circa
131 BC.

The new format, which mashed together numerouslatere and perhaps
dubious reports from far-flung locations, createdadically new and jarring
experience for its readers. A variety of styles eged, from single-story tales, to
compilations, overviews, and personal and impelstypas of news analysis.

News for public consumption was at first tightlynémlled by governments.
By 1530, England had created a licensing systemttier press and banned
"seditious opinions”. Under the Licensing Act, paétion was restricted to
approved presses—as exemplified by The London @&aasthich prominently bore
the words: "Published By Authority". Parliamentosded the Licensing Act to
lapse in 1695, beginning a new era marked by WheyTory newspapers. (During
this era, the Stamp Act limited newspaper distidsutsimply by making them
expensive to sell and buy.) In France, censorshgs wven more constant.
Consequently, many Europeans read newspapers aiiginfrom beyond their
national borders—especially from the Dutch Republihere publishers could
evade state censorship.

The new United States saw a newspaper boom beginmith the
Revolutionary era, accelerated by spirited debates the establishment of a new
government, spurred on by subsidies containedarl#®2 Postal Service Act, and
continuing into the 1800s. American newspapers rgany of their stories by
copying reports from each other. Thus by offeringef postage to newspapers
wishing to exchange copies, the Postal Servicesfibsidized a rapidly growing
news network through which different stories copédcolate. Newspapers thrived
during the colonization of the West, fueled by hiiggracy and a newspaper-loving
culture. By 1880, San Francisco rivaled New York nomber of different
newspapers and in printed newspaper copies peac8uosters of new towns felt
that newspapers covering local events brought ihegdy, recognition, and
community. The 1830s American, wrote Alexis de Twmdglle, was "a very
civilized man prepared for a time to face life imetforest, plunging into the
wilderness of the New World with his Bible, ax, amelwspapers." In France, the
Revolution brought forth an abundance of newspapedsa new climate of press
freedom, followed by a return to repression undapdeon. In 1792 the
Revolutionaries set up a news ministry called thesBu d'Esprit.

Some newspapers published in the 1800s and at@ned the commercial
orientation characteristic of the private newskhstteof the Renaissance.
Economically oriented newspapers published newstyjedata enabled the advent
of statistics, especially economic statistics whicbuld inform sophisticated
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investment decisions. These newspapers, too, beagaikble for larger section
of society, not just elites, keen on investing sooheheir savings in the stoc
markets. Yet, as in the case other newspapersn¢hgporation of advertising intd
the newspaper led to justified reservations aboaogpting newspaper informatio
at face value. Economic newspapers also became opeosn of economic
ideologies, such as Keynesianism in the mid-1900s.

U7

News

=)

Newspapers came to sub-Saharan Africa via coldoiza® he first English-
language newspaper in the area was The Royal ®azeitl Sierra Leone
Advertiser, established in 1801, and followed bye TRoyal Gold Coast Gazett
and Commercial Intelligencer in 1822 and the Lidéterald in 1826. A number o
nineteenth-century African newspapers were estaadisoy missionaries. Thes
newspapers by and large promoted the colonial govents and served th
interests of European settlers by relaying newsfiurope. The first newspape
published in a native African language was the Miigania, published in Kikuyu
by the Kenyan Central Association. Muigwithania anlder newspapers publishgd
by indigenous Africans took strong opposition s&mcagitating strongly fof
African independence. Newspapers were censoredilyiedwring the colonial
period—as well as after formal independence. Sonteerdlization and
diversification took place in the 1990s.

© ® —™
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Newspapers were slow to spread to the Arab workichvhad a stronge
tradition of oral communication, and mistrust oé tBuropean approach to news
reporting. By the end of the eighteenth centurg, @itoman Empire's leaders in
Istanbul did monitor the European press, but itd#emts were not disseminated for
mass consumption. Some of the first written newsiadern North Africa arose ir
Egypt under Muhammad Ali, who developed the loaggy industry and initiated
the limited circulation of news bulletins callednals. Beginning in the 1850s and
1860s, the private press began to develop in tHg-raligious country of Lebanon.

Newswire

The development of the electrical telegraph, whaften travelled along
railroad lines, enabled news to travel faster, deeger distances. (Days before
Morse's Baltimore—Washington line transmitted thmdus question, "What hat
God wrought?”, it transmitted the news that HenrjayCand Theodore
Frelinghuysen had been chosen by the Whig nomigaparty.) Telegraph
networks enabled a new centralization of the newshe hands of wire services
concentrated in major cities. The modern form afsth originated with Charles
Louis Havas, who founded Bureau Havas (later Agdfreace-Presse) in Paris.
Havas began in 1832, using the French governmeptisal telegraph network. Irj
1840 he began using pigeons for communicationsatés PLondon, and Brussels.
Havas began to use the electric telegraph whegcare available.

=
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One of Havas's proteges, Bernhard Wolff, foundedff/delegraphisches
Bureau in Berlin in 1849. Another Havas discipleuPReuter, began collecting
news from Germany and France in 1849, and in 18fiigrated to London, where
he established the Reuters news agency—specializingws from the continent.
In 1863, William Saunders and Edward Spender forthedCentral Press agency,
later called the Press Association, to handle domesws. Just before insulated
telegraph line crossed the English Channel in 18%duter won the right to
transmit stock exchange prices between Paris anddro He maneuvered Reuters
into a dominant global position with the motto "IBef the Cable", setting up news
outposts across the British Empire in AlexandrisB6d), Bombay (1866),
Melbourne (1874), Sydney (1874), and Cape Town§L8n the United States, the
Associated Press became a news powerhouse, gairigsd position through an
exclusive arrangement with the Western Union compan

The telegraph ushered in a new global communicatregime, accompanied
by a restructuring of the national postal systeams|, closely followed by the advent
of telephone lines. With the value of internationals at a premium, governments,
businesses, and news agencies moved aggressivelguce transmission times. In
1865, Reuters had the scoop on the Lincoln assd&sin reporting the news in
England twelve days after the event took placel866, an undersea telegraph
cable successfully connected Ireland to Newfourdi{@md thus the Western Union
network) cutting trans-Atlantic transmission timeorh days to hours. The
transatlantic cable allowed fast exchange of infdram about the London and New
York stock exchanges, as well as the New York, &@jo¢c and Liverpool
commodity exchanges—for the price of $5-10, in gpket word. Transmitting on
11 May 1857, a young British telegraph operatddathi signaled home to alert the
authorities of the Indian Rebellion of 1857. Théels proceeded to disrupt the
British telegraph network, which was rebuilt withora redundancies. In 1902—
1903, Britain and the U.S. completed the circungtephy of the planet with
transpacific cables from Canada to Fiji and Newl&®a (British Empire), and
from the US to Hawaii and the occupied PhilippineksS. reassertions of the
Monroe Doctrine notwithstanding, Latin America wabattleground of competing
telegraphic interests until World War |, after whidJ.S. interests finally did
consolidate their power in the hemisphere.

World railway and telegraph system, 1900

By the turn of the century (i.e., circa 1900), WoHavas, and Reuters formed
a news cartel, dividing up the global market irfiicee sections, in which each had
more-or-less exclusive distribution rights and tieteships with national agencies.
Each agency's area corresponded roughly to theniablsphere of its mother
country. Reuters and the Australian national nearviee had an agreement to
exchange news only with each other. Due to the hight of maintaining
infrastructure, political goodwill, and global réammewcomers found it virtually
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impossible to challenge the big three European @gsnor the American News
Associated Press. In 1890 Reuters (in partnership the Press Association,
England’'s major news agency for domestic storiepamded into "soft" newg
stories for public consumption, about topics sugls@orts and "human interest".
1904, the big three wire services opened relatigtis Vestnik, the news agency g
Czarist Russia, to their group, though they manadi their own reporters if
Moscow. During and after the Russian Revolutiom,dhtside agencies maintained
a working relationship with the Petrograd Telegrégency, renamed the Russian
Telegraph Agency (ROSTA) and eventually the TelplgrAgency of the Soviet
Union (TASS).

= 5

The Chinese Communist Party created its news agéneyRed China News
Agency, in 1931; its primary responsibilities wehe Red China newspaper and
the internal Reference News. In 1937, the Partamesd the agency Xinhua, New
China. Xinhua became the official news agency efReople's Republic of Chin
in 1949.

D

These agencies touted their ability to distill eégemto "minute globules of
news", 20-30 word summaries which conveyed thenessef new developments.
Unlike newspapers, and contrary to the sentimehtsome of their reporters, th
agencies sought to keep their reports simple actddh The wire services brougfh
forth the "inverted pyramid” model of news copy which key facts appear at th
start of the text, and more and more details aieidied as it goes along. The spaijse
telegraphic writing style spilled over into newspex) which often reprinted storig
from the wire with little embellishment. In a 20@ember 1918 Pravda editorial,
Lenin instructed the Soviet press to cut back eir gholitical rambling and produce
many short anticapitalist news items in "telegrapfe".

D =
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As in previous eras, the news agencies providediapservices to political
and business clients, and these services constitutgignificant portion of their
operations and income. The wire services maintaghesk relationships with theif
respective national governments, which provided Ipoess releases and payments.
The acceleration and centralization of economicafawilitated regional economi¢
integration and economic globalization. "It was thexrease in information costs
and the increasing communication speed that stbtiteaoots of increased market
integration, rather than falling transport costsitself. In order to send goods to
another area, merchants needed to know first whethfact to send off the goods
and to what place. Information costs and speed esgential for these decisions.’

Radio and television

The British Broadcasting Company began transmittradio news from
London in 1922, dependent entirely, by law, on Brdgish news agencies. BB(
radio marketed itself as a news by and for sodise and hired only broadcastefs
who spoke with upper-class accents. The BBC gam@adrtance in the May 1926

<
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general strike, during which newspapers were cl@suatl the radio served as the
only source of news for an uncertain public. (Te thispleasure of many listeners,
the BBC took an unambiguously pro-government stageenst the strikers).

In the USA, RCA's Radio Group established its raddtwork, NBC, in 1926.
The Paley family founded CBS soon after. These metworks, which supplied
news broadcasts to subsidiaries and affiliates,imated the airwaves throughout
the period of radio's hegemony as a news souraioR@oadcasters in the United
States negotiated a similar arrangement with thespin 1933, when they agreed to
use only news from the Press—Radio Bureau and wsdmdvertising; this
agreement soon collapsed and radio stations begamting their own news (with
advertising). As in Britain, American news radicoaded "controversial" topics as
per norms established by the National AssociatioBroadcasters. By 1939, 58%
of Americans surveyed by Fortune considered radizwsnmore accurate than
newspapers, and 70% chose radio as their main sewse. Radio expanded
rapidly across the continent, from 30 stations 2@ to a thousand in the 1930s.
This operation was financed mostly with advertisamgl public relations money.

The Soviet Union began a major international braating operation in 1929,
with stations in German, English and French. TheiRarty made use of the radio
in its rise to power in Germany, with much of it®paganda focused on attacking
the Soviet Bolsheviks. The British and Italian igreradio services competed for
influence in North Africa. All four of these broamki services grew increasingly
vitriolic as the European nations prepared for war.

The war provided an opportunity to expand radio talge advantage of its
new potential. The BBC reported on Allied invasminNormandy on 8:00 a.m. of
the morning it took place, and including a cliprfré&serman radio coverage of the
same event. Listeners followed along with develapimé¢hroughout the day. The
U.S. set up its Office of War Information which b942 sent programming across
South America, the Middle East, and East Asia. ®adixembourg, a centrally
located high-power station on the continent, waseseby Germany, and then by
the United States—which created fake news prograppearing as though they
were created by Germany. Targeting American trangbe Pacific, the Japanese
government broadcast the "Zero Hour" program, whidtuded news from the
U.S. to make the soldiers homesick. But by the ehthe war, Britain had the
largest radio network in the world, broadcastintgiinationally in 43 different
languages. Its scope would eventually be surpa@sed955) by the worldwide
Voice of America programs, produced by the Unité&ateé® Information Agency.

In Britain and the United States, television nevegahing rose dramatically in
the 1950s and by the 1960s supplanted radio gsutblee's primary source of news.
In the U.S., television was run by the same netaavkich owned radio: CBS,
NBC, and an NBC spin-off called ABC. Edward R. Maw, who first entered the
public ear as a war reporter in London, made thddap to television to become an
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iconic newsman on CBS (and later the director ef thmited States Informatior
Agency).

Ted Turner's creation of the Cable News Network KCkh 1980 inaugurated
a new era of 24-hour satellite news broadcastindl991, the BBC introduced
competitor, BBC World Service Television. Rupert mdloch's Australian News
Corporation entered the picture with Fox News Cleaim the US, Sky News in
Britain, and STAR TV in Asia. Combining this newpapatus with the use o
embedded reporters, the United States waged th#-1992 Gulf War with the
assistance of nonstop media coverage. CNN's speaathe crisis, to which the
network is prepared to shift its total attentionsid chosen. CNN news w3
transmitted via INTELSAT communications satellit€3NN, said an executive
would bring a "town crier to the global village".

In 1996, the Qatar-owned broadcaster Al Jazeerargemieas a powerfu
alternative to the Western media, capitalizing artpon anger in the Arab &
Muslim world regarding biased coverage of the GAMHr. Al Jazeera hired man
news workers conveniently laid off by BBC Arabicl@wasion, which closed in
April 1996. It used Arabsat to broadcast.

Internet

The early internet, known as ARPANET, was contoblley the U.S.
Department of Defense and used mostly by acadertit®came available to §
wider public with the release of the Netscape beswis 1994. At first, news
websites were mostly archives of print publicatiofs early online newspaper wa
the Electronic Telegraph, published by The Dailyegeaph. A 1994 earthquake i
California was one of the first big stories to leparted online in real time. Th
new availability of web browsing made news siteseasible to more people. O
the day of the Oklahoma City bombing in April 199people flocked to

newsgroups and chatrooms to discuss the situationshare information. The
Oklahoma City Daily posted news to its site witlhiours. Two of the only news

sites capable of hosting images, the San Jose Kehews and Time magazine
posted photographs of the scene.

Quantitatively, the internet has massively exparitiedsheer volume of new|
items available to one person. The speed of nems tb individuals has alsq
reached a new plateau. This insurmountable flomesfls can daunt people ar
cause information overload. Zbigniew Brzezinski ledl this period the
"technetronic era", in which "global reality inceiagly absorbs the individual
involves him, and even occasionally overwhelms him.

In cases of government crackdowns or revolutiohs, Internet has ofter
become a major communication channel for news paten; while it's a
(relatively) simple act to shut down a newspapadja or television station, mobilg
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devices such as smartphones and netbooks are macterhto detect and
confiscate. The propagation of internet-capableileatevices has also given rise
to the citizen journalist, who provide an additibparspective on unfolding events.

News media today

News can travel through different communication imedn modern times,
printed news had to be phoned into a newsroom audt there by a reporter,
where it was typed and either transmitted over wéevices or edited and manually
set in type along with other news stories for ac#eedition. Today, the term
"breaking news" has become trite as commercialdwasting United States cable
news services that are available 24 hours a dayjiveseommunications satellite
technology to bring current events into consumboshes as the event occurs.
Events that used to take hours or days to becomenom knowledge in towns or
in nations are fed instantaneously to consumersadi, television, mobile phone,
and the internet.

Speed of news transmission, of course, still vasigdly on the basis of where
and how one lives.

Global news system

In the 20th century, global news coverage was datathby a combination of
the "Big Four" news agencies—Reuters, AssociatedfrAgence France Press,
and United Press International—representing thet&edloc, and the Communist
agencies: TASS from the Soviet Union, and XinhwanfrChina. Studies of major
world events, and analyses of all international s)\eeoverage in various
newspapers, consistently found that a large mgjofinews items originated from
the four biggest wire services.

Television news agencies include Associated PredsviBion News, which
bought and incorporated World Television News; aReéuters Television.
Bloomberg News created in the 1990s, expanded lyajsicbecome a player in the
realm of international news. The Associated Préss maintains a radio network
with thousands of subscribers worldwide; it is Swe provider of international
news to many small stations.

By some accounts, dating back to the 1940s, theasog interconnectedness
of the news system has accelerated the pace of Wistory itself.

New World Information and Communication Order

The global news system is dominated by agencies Earope and the United
States, and reflects their interests and prioritests coverage. Euro-American
control of the global news system has led to asiti; that events around the world
are constantly compared to events like the Holdcand World War 1, which are
considered foundational in the West. Since the $§98&ignificant amount of news
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reporting from the Third World has been characestiby some form "developmer
journalism”, a paradigm which focuses on long-tetewelopment projects, socia
change, and nation-building. When in 1987 the th&dia reported on a riot in the
Dominican Republic—the first major news item regagdthat country in years—
the resulting decline in tourism lasted for yeand &ad a noticeable effect on the
economy. The English language predominates in globas exchanges. Critic
have accused the global news system of perpetuetiltgral imperialism. Critics
further charge that the Western media conglomenai@stain a bias towards the
status quo economic order, especially a pro-cotpdras.

U7

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Grdt Organization
(UNESCO) has promoted a New World Information armm@unication Order,
which envisions an international news exchangeeaysnvolving national news
agencies in every country. UNESCO encouraged the states formed from

colonial territories in the 1960s to establish neaggncies, to generate domestic

news stories, exchange news items with interndtipagners, and disseminate
both types of news internally. Along these linég 1980 MacBride report, "Many
Voices, One World", called for an interdependemtbgl news system with morge
participation from different governments. To thisde also, UNESCO formed the
Non-Aligned News Agencies Pool.

The Inter Press Service, founded in 1964, has deagean intermediary for
Third World press agencies. Inter Press Servickteral policy favors coverage of
events, institutions, and issues which relate emulity, economic development,
economic integration, natural resources, populatibealth, education, and
sustainable development. It gives less coveraga tither agencies to crime,
disasters, and violence. Geographically, 70% afié&s reporting concerns Africa,
Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean. IPS hasniwst subscribers in Latir
America and southern Africa. IPS receives grarmasfiorganizations such as the
United Nations Development Program and other Unitations agencies and
private foundations to report news on chosen topicduding the environment
sustainable development, and women's issues.

Beginning in the 1960s, the United States Agency foternational
Development, the National Aeronautics and Space iAdimation, and UNESCQO
developed the use of satellite television for im&tional broadcasting. In Indid,
1975-1976, these agencies implemented an expedmeatellite television
system, called the Satellite Instructional TeleisiExperiment, with assistande
from the Indian Space Research Organisation, ahthdib Radio.

Further transformation in global news flow

By the 1980s, much of the Third World had succumbeda debt crisis
resulting from unrepayably large loans accumulaiede the 1960s. At this point
the World Bank took an active role in the goverran€ many countries, and it
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authority extended to communications policy. Thdigyoof developing Third
World media gave way to a global regime of freelérastitutions like the World
Trade Organization, which also protected the frigsv fof information across
borders. The World Bank also promoted privatizatioof national
telecommunications, which afforded large multinasib corporations the
opportunity to purchase networks and expand omerain the Third World.

In countries with less telecommunications infrastve, people, especially
youth, tend today to get their news predominamtynf mobile phones and, less so,
from the internet. Older folks listen more to tlaglio. The government of China is
a major investor in Third World telecommunicatioespecially in Africa. Some
issues relating to global information flow were isged in light of the internet at
the 2003/2005 World Summit on the Information Stgiex conference which
emphasized the role of civil society and the pevaéctor in information society
governance.

News values

News values are the professional norms of jounrmali€ommonly, news
content should contain all the "Five Ws" (who, whahen, where, why, and also
how) of an event. Newspapers normally place hawisretories on the first pages,
so the most important information is at the begignenabling busy readers to read
as little or as much as they desire. Local statmms networks with a set format
must take news stories and break them down intontbet important aspects due to
time constraints.

Journalists are often expected to aim for objetgtivieporters claim to try to
cover all sides of an issue without bias, as coegpan commentators or analysts,
who provide opinion or personal points of view. Tresulting articles lay out facts
in a sterile, noncommittal manner, standing backebthe reader decide" the truth
of the matter. Several governments impose certamstcaints against bias. In the
United Kingdom, the government agency of Ofcom igaffof Communications)
enforces a legal requirement of "impartiality” orews broadcasters. Both
newspapers and broadcast news programs in the dJSitates are generally
expected to remain neutral and avoid bias exceptliarly indicated editorial
articles or segments. Many single-party governmbate operated state-run news
organizations, which may present the governmeregs/

Although newswriters have always laid claim to hrind objectivity, the
modern values of professional journalism were distadd beginning in the late
1800s and especially after World War |, when grdikesthe American Society of
Newspaper Editors codified rules for unbiased nesporting. These norms held
the most sway in American and British journalismd avere scorned by some other
countries. These ideas have become part of theigeaaf journalism across the
world. Soviet commentators said stories in the \festpress were trivial
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distractions from reality, and emphasized a satiakalism model focusing o
developments in everyday life.
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News

Even in those situations where objectivity is expdcit is difficult to achieve,
and individual journalists may fall foul of theimwm personal bias, or succumb o
commercial or political pressure. Similarly, thejaativity of news organizations
owned by conglomerated corporations fairly may bestjoned, in light of the
natural incentive for such groups to report news imanner intended to advangce
the conglomerate's financial interests. Individuathel organizations who are the
subject of news reports may use news managemdmidgees to try to make a
favourable impression. Because each individualahparticular point of view, it is
recognized that there can be no absolute objegtininews reporting. Journalist
can collectively shift their opinion over what iscantroversy up for debate and
what is an established fact, as evidenced by hommaggon during the 2000s of
news coverage of climate change.

2]

Feminist critigues argue that discourse defined obgective by news
organizations reflects a male-centered perspectivaheir selection of sources
journalists rely heavily on men as sources of aittiove- and objective-seeming
statements. News reporting has also tended tostisgomen differently, usually ir
terms of appearance and relationship to men.

News organizations

Viewed from a sociological perspective, news forssmaonsumption ig
produced in hierarchical organizations. Reporteiaking near the bottom of thg
structure, are given significant autonomy in reski@g and preparing reports
subject to assignments and occasional interveritmm higher decision-makers.
Owners at the top of the news hierarchy influeihesdontent of news indirectly bu
substantially. The professional norms of journalidiscourage overt censorshij
however, news organizations have covert but firmmmsoabout how to covef
certain topics. These policies are conveyed tonmlists through socialization on
the job; without any written policy, they simplyal® how things are dons.
Journalists comply with these rules for varioussoees, including job security
Journalists are also systematically influenced bgirt education, including
journalism school.

1%
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News production is routinized in several ways. Nestgries use familiar
formats and subgenres which vary by topic. "Ritwélebjectivity”, such as pairing
a quotation from one group with a quotation frorncanpeting group, dictate th
construction of most news narratives. Many newssteevolve around periodi
press conferences or other scheduled events. Fumdnéne is established by
assigning each journalist to a beat: a domain @hdw affairs, usually involving
government or commerce, in which certain typesvehés routinely occur.

O—D
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A common scholarly frame for understanding newgpcation is to examine
the role of information gatekeepers: to ask why hod certain narratives make
their way from news producers to news consumersiddb gatekeepers include
journalists, news agency staff, and wire editora@ivspapers. Ideology, personal
preferences, source of news, and length of a sty among the many
considerations which influence gatekeepers. Althosgcial media have changed
the structure of news dissemination, gatekeepecefimay continue due to the role
of a few central nodes in the social network.

New factors have emerged in internet-era newsrodme issue is "click-
thinking”, the editorial selection of news storieard of journalists—who can
generate the most website hits and thus advertisvgnue. Unlike a newspaper, a
news website has detailed data collection abouthvkiories are popular and who
is reading them. The drive for speedy online pgstinsome journalists have
acknowledged, has altered norms of fact-checkinthab verification takes place
after publication.

Journalists' sometimes unattributed echoing of rottesvs sources can also
increase the homogeneity of news feeds. The diggealcan accelerate the problem
of circular reporting: propagation of the same etfoough increasingly reliable
sources. In 2009, a number of journalists were erabsed after all reproducing a
fictional quotation, originating from Wikipedia.

News organizations have historically been male-dereid, though women
have acted as journalists since at least the 188@snumber of female journalists
has increased over time, but organizational hibrascremain controlled mostly by
men. Studies of British news organizations estinmi#i@ more than 80% of
decision-makers are men. Similar studies have féolddooys' networks' in control
of news organizations in the United States and\tiherlands. Further, newsrooms
tend to divide journalists by gender, assigning rteethard" topics like military,
crime, and economics, and women to "soft", "humadiisopics.

Relationship with institutions

For various reasons, news media usually have & cigationship with the
state, and often church as well, even when thet tbasnselves in critical roles.
This relationship seems to emerge because the massdevelop symbiotic
relationships with other powerful social institutg In the United States, the
Associated Press wire service developed a "bilateoaopoly” with the Western
Union telegraph company.

The news agencies which rose to power in the mi@B4&ll had support from
their respective governments, and in turn servedr gholitical interests to some
degree. News for consumption has operated undeststasumptions, even when it
takes a stance adversarial to some aspect of argoeat. In practice, a large
proportion of routine news production involves maieions between reporters and
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government officials. Relatedly, journalists termd @dopt a hierarchical view o
society, according to which a few people at thedbprganizational pyramids ar
best situated to comment on the reality which seagethe basisi of news. Broad
speaking, therefore, news tends to normalize afhelctehe interests of the powe
structure dominant in its social context.

News
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Today, international non-governmental organizati&Os) rival and may)|
surpass governments in their influence on the comienews.

State control

Governments use international news transmissiongrdmote the nationa
interest and conduct political warfare, alterndgivenown as public diplomacy and,
in the modern era, international broadcasting.rivéigonal radio broadcasting came
into wide-ranging use by world powers seeking caltuntegration of their
empires. The British government used BBC radio agpbmatic tool, setting up
Arabic, Spanish and Portuguese services in 1937.erisan propaganda
broadcasters include Voice of America and Radie Ffarope/Radio Liberty, set
up during the Cold War and still operating todapeTUnited States remains the
world's top broadcaster, although by some accomints&as surpassed for a tim
circa 1980 by the Soviet Union. Other major int¢ioreal broadcasters include the
People's Republic of China, Taiwan, Germany, Séudbia, Egypt, North Korea
India, Cuba, and Australia. Around the world (argpexially, formerly, in the
Soviet bloc), international news sources such aBfRC World Service are often
welcomed as alternatives to domestic state-run anedi

D

Governments have also funneled programming throyglvate news
organizations, as when the British government gednto insert news into th
Reuters feed during and after World War Two. Pagtlations have suggested that
the U.S. military and intelligence agencies creawws stories which they
disseminate secretly into the foreign and domestéclia. Investigation into the
Central Intelligence Agency pursued in the 197@mibthat it owned hundreds aof
news organizations (wire services, newspapers, nrags outright. Soviet news
warfare also involved the creation of front groupi&ke the International
Organization of Journalists. The Russian KGB hgaylrsued a strategy of
disinformation, planting false stories which madeit way to news outlets
worldwide.

D

Broadcasts into Iraq before the Second Gulf War ioked the style of local
programming. The US also launched Middle East Brasating Networks, featuring
the satellite TV station Alhurra and radio statiBadio Sawa to beam 24-hoyr
programming to Iraq and environs.

Today, Al Jazeera, a TV and internet news netwerkea by the governmen
of Qatar, has become one of the foremost news esumahe world, appreciated
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millions as an alternative to the Western mediaatesbwned China Central
Television operates 18 channels and reaches mar th billion viewers
worldwide. Iran's Press TV and Russia's Russia yodieanded as RT, also have
multiplatform presences and large audiences.

Public relations

As distinct from advertising, which deals with metikg distinct from news,
public relations involves the techniques of inflogg news in order to give a
certain impression to the public. A standard pulgiations tactic, the "third-party
technique”, is the creation of seemingly independeganizations, which can
deliver objective-sounding statements to news argdions without revealing their
corporate connections. Public relations agencies c@ate complete content
packages, such as Video News Releases, which breadecast as news without
commentary or detail about their origin. Video neteteases seem like normal
news programming, but use subtle product placenaadt other techniques to
influence viewers.

Public relations releases offer valuable newswoirfigrmation to increasingly
overworked journalists on deadline. This pre-orgedi news content has been
called an information subsidy. The journalist relen appearances of autonomy
and even opposition to established interests—muptltblic relations agent seek to
conceal their client's influence on the news. Thushlic relations works its magic
in secret.

Public relations can dovetail with state objectjvas in the case of the 1990
news story about lIragi soldiers taking "babies ofitincubators” in Kuwaiti
hospitals. During the Nigerian Civil War, both tfederal government and the
secessionist Republic of Biafra hired public relas firms, which competed to
influence public opinion in the West, and betwelent established some of the
key narratives employed in news reports about e w

Overall, the position of the public relations inttyshas grown stronger, while
the position of news producers has grown weakdsli®telations agents mediate
the production of news about all sectors of society

News consumption

Over the centuries, commentators on newspapersa@giety have repeatedly
observed widespread human interest in news. El@ipers of a society's political
and economic institutions might rely on news as loméed source of information,
for the masses, news represents a relatively axeligndow onto the operations
by which a society is managed.

Regular people in societies with news media offgnd a lot of time reading
or watching news reports. Newspapers became signtfiaspects of national and
literary culture—as exemplified by James Joyce'\sstis, which derives from the
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newspapers of 16 June (and thereabouts), 1904epnesents the newspaper office News

itself as a vital part of life in Dublin.

A 1945 study by sociologist Bernard Berelson fotimat during the 1945 New
York newspaper strike, New Yorkers exhibited a uatt addiction to news
describing themselves as "lost", "nervous"”, "isddf and "suffering” due to the
withdrawal. Television news has become still furteenbedded in everyday life
with specific programming anticipated at differémhes of day. Children tend tg
find the news boring, too serious, or emotionalltwrbing. They come to perceiv
news as characteristic of adulthood, and begin hiradctelevision news in thei
teenage years because of the adult status it confer

People exhibit various forms of skepticism towatle news. Studies o
tabloid readers found that many of them gain pleagtom seeing through th
obviously fake or poorly constructed stories—and tieir "real news" from
television.

Social and cultural cohesion

An important feature distinguishing news from ptevanformation transfers is
the impression that when one reads (or hears, tches) it, one joins a large
public. In this regard news serves to unify itsereers under the banner of
culture, or a society, as well as into the sub-dgnayohics of a society targeted |
their favorite kind of news. News thus plays a rate nation-building, the
construction of a national identity.

Images connected with news can also become icomicgain a fixed role in

the culture. Examples such as Alfred Eisensta@iitdograph V-J Day in Times$

Square, Nick Ut's photograph of Phan Thi Kim Phaod ather children running
from a napalm blast in Vietnam; Kevin Carter's plgoaph of a starving chilg
being stalked by a vulture; etc.

With the new interconnectedness of global medie,etkperience of receiving
news along with a world audience reinforces theat@ohesion effect on a large
scale. As a corollary, global media culture mayderthe uniqgueness and cohesi
of national cultures.

Public sphere

This collective form experience can be understamddnstitute a political
realm or public sphere. In this view, the news raedbnstitute a fourth estat
which serves to check and balance the operatiogev@rnment.

This idea, at least as a goal to be sought, hasmerged in the era of globa
communications. Today, unprecedented opportungxést for public analysis ang
discussion of world events. According to one intetgtion of the CNN effect,
instantaneous global news coverage can rally pudpioion as never before t
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motivate political action. In 1989, local and glblbammunications media-enabled
instant exposure to and discussion of the Chineseergment's actions in
Tiananmen Square. The news about Tiananmen Squavelléd over a fax

machine, telephone, newspaper, radio, and televisiod continued to travel even
after the government imposed new restrictions oalltelecommunications.

News events

As the technological means for disseminating nesgs/gnore powerful, news
became an experience which millions of people cawudergo simultaneously.
Outstanding news experiences can exert a profonfidence on millions of
people. Through its power to affect a shared erpeg, news events can mold the
collective memory of a society.

One type of news event, the media event, is atecripageant organized for a
mass live broadcast. Media events include athéetitests such as the Super Bowl
and the Olympics, cultural events like awards cemes and celebrity funerals,
and also political events such as coronations, tdel@etween electoral candidates,
and diplomatic ceremonies. These events typicaifpld according to a common
format which simplifies the transmission of newamt about them. Usually, they
have the effect of increasing the perceived unityalb parties involved, which
include the broadcasters and audience. Today,netienal events such as a
national declaration of independence can be sdipteadvance with the major
news agencies, with staff specially deployed to lbegtions worldwide in advance
of the life news broadcast. Public relations conggrcan participate in these
events as well.

The perception that an ongoing crisis is takingceléurther increases the
significance of live news. People rely on the newd constantly seek more of it, to
learn new information and to seek reassurance aniadings of fear and
uncertainty. Crises can also increase the effett@hews on social cohesion, and
lead the population of a country to "rally” behitsl current leadership. The rise of
a global news system goes hand in hand with therddef terrorism and other
sensational acts, which have power in proportiotheoaudience they capture. In
1979, the capture of American hostages in Iran dated months of news
coverage in the western media, gained the status "@fisis”, and influenced a
presidential election.

South Africans overwhelmingly describe the end gltheid as a source of
the country's most important news. In the Uniteate€d, news events such as the
assassinations of the 1960s (of John F. KennedytiMauther King, Jr., and
Robert F. Kennedy), the 1969 moon landing, the 1G8&llenger explosion, the
1997 death of Princess Diana, the interventiorhef Supreme Court in the 2000
presidential election and the 2001 September Xckst In Jordan, people cited
numerous memorable news events involving deathnardincluding the death of
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King Hussein, Princess Diana, and Yitzhak RabinsitRe news stories foung News
memorable by Jordanians featured political everffecting their lives and
families—such as the Israeli withdrawal from Solitbanon, and the Israel;
Jordan peace treaty.

News coverage can also shape collective memoretiogpect. A study of
Israeli news coverage leading up to the media ewkttie nation's 60th birthday
found that news coverage of events like the Holsgaworld War Two, and
subsequent Israeli wars increased the perceivedrtanxre of these events in the
minds of citizens.

News making

News making is the act of making the news or dasognething that is
considered to be newsworthy. When discussing thefanews making, scholar
refer to specific models. Five of these modelstheeProfessional Model, Mirro
Model, Organizational Model, Political Model, an@/i€ Journalism Model.

1"

The Professional Model is when skilled peoplesqautain events together fg
a specific audience. The reaction of the audiescénfluential because it cal
determine the impact that the particular article@wspaper has on the readers. The
Mirror Model states that news should reflect rgalithis model aims to focus on
particular events and provide accuracy in reportifige Organizational Model i$
also known as the Bargaining Model. It focuses oftuéncing various news
organizations by applying pressures to governmeptacesses. The Politica
Model outlines that news represents the ideolodicdes of the people as well as
the various pressures of the political environmdiitis model mainly influenceg
journalists and attempts to promote public opinibhe Civic Journalism Model ig
when the press discovers the concerns of the pemglaises that to write stories.
This allows the audience to play an active roledoiety.

=5 =

Models of news making help define what the newarnd how it influences
readers. But it does not necessarily account ®ctntent of print news and online
media. Stories are selected if they have a stromgact, incorporate violence an
scandal, are familiar and local, and if they amecty.

o

News Stories with a strong impact can be easilyetsidod by a reader
Violence and scandal create an entertaining arehtaih-grabbing story.[303]
Familiarity makes a story more relatable becauseréader knows who is being
talked about. Proximity can influence a reader mévrestory that is timely will
receive more coverage because it is a current eVhatprocess of selecting stori¢s
coupled with the models of news making are how niedia is effective and
impactful in society.
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Psychological effects

Exposure to constant news coverage of war can tieagtress and anxiety.
Television coverage of the destruction of the Wdrtdde Center in 2001, which
repeated the same footage over and over, led tpteyns of trauma experienced
across the United States. Studies have indicascthildren have been traumatized
by exposure to television of other frightening eeerincluding the Challenger
disaster. Journalists themselves also experieauentx and guilt.

Research also suggest that constant representatiovislence in the news
lead people to overestimate the frequency of imuence in the real world, thus
increasing their level of fear in everyday situaio

Influence

The content and style of news delivery certainlyehaffects on the general
public, with the magnitude and precise nature aséheffects being tough to
determine experimentally. In Western societiesgvision viewing has been so
ubiquitous that its total effect on psychology auidture leave few alternatives for
comparison.

News is the leading source of knowledge about glatffairs for people
around the world. According to agenda-setting thedhe general public will
identify as its priorities those issues which aighlighted on the news. The
agenda-setting model has been well-supported learels, which indicate that the
public's self-reported concerns respond to chamgesws coverage rather than
changes in the underlying issue itself. The lessssme obviously affects people's
lives, the bigger an influence media agenda-settarghave on their opinion of it.
The agenda-setting power becomes even strongerracatige because of the
correspondence in news topics promulgated by eéifitemedia channels.

Influence of sponsorship

It has been acknowledged that sponsorship hasioedty influenced various
news stories. This history gained widespread atteribllowing the release of the
film Anchorman 2. One example in recent time is thet that Facebook has
invested heavily in news sources and purchasing timlocal news media outlets.
Tech Crunch journalist Josh Constine even statedrébruary 2018 that the
company "stole the news business" and used sptmgaie make many news
publishers its "ghostwriters." In January 2019, nider Mark Zuckerberg
announced that he will spend $300 million in lonalws buys over a three year
period.

News Writing Style

News style, journalistic style, or news-writing Istys the prose style used for
news reporting in media such as newspapers, raditeevision.
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News writing attempts to answer all the basic qoastabout any particula News
event—who, what, when, where and why (the Five @) also often how—at th
opening of the article. This form of structure mT®times called the "inverte
pyramid”, to refer to the decreasing importanceirdbrmation in subsequen
paragraphs.

News stories also contain at least one of thewiollg important characteristics
relative to the intended audience: proximity, pnoemice, timeliness, humap
interest, oddity, or consequence.

The related term journalese is sometimes used]lyqeoratively, to refer to
news-style writing.

Overview

Newspapers generally adhere to an expository wrisityle. Over time and
place, journalism ethics and standards have vamnidte degree of objectivity o
sensationalism they incorporate. It is consideragthical not to attribute a scoop {o
the journalist(s) who broke a story, even if theye @&mployed by a rival
organization. Definitions of professionalism diffamong news agencies; their
reputations, according to both professional statgland reader expectations, gre
often tied to the appearance of objectivity. Inrtest ideal form, news writing
strives to be intelligible to the majority of reasleengaging, and succinct. Within
these limits, news stories also aim to be compralienHowever, other factors arne
involved, some stylistic and some derived fromrtiexia form.

Among the larger and more respected newspaperag$ai and balance is fa
major factor in presenting information. Commentasyusually confined to &
separate section, though each paper may have exetiffoverall slant. Editoria
policies dictate the use of adjectives, euphemismd,idioms. Newspapers with gn
international audience, for example, tend to useee formal style of writing.

The specific choices made by a news outlet's editeditorial board are often
collected in a style guide; common style guidesuide the AP Stylebook and th
US News Style Book. The main goals of news writtagy be summarized by th
ABCs of journalism: accuracy, brevity, and clarity.

D @

Terms and structure

Journalistic prose is explicit and precise andstnet to rely on jargon. As &
rule, journalists will not use a long word when lzorg one will do. They usg
subject-verb-object construction and vivid, actimese. They offer anecdotes
examples and metaphors, and they rarely dependengergizations or abstrag
ideas. News writers try to avoid using the samedwoore than once in a paragraph
(sometimes called an "echo" or "word mirror").

—

Media Writing and Practices 83



News

Headline

The headline (also heading, head or title, or hegbiirnalism jargon) of a
story is typically a complete sentence (e.g., tPHbes Below Bridges to Save
Divers"), often with auxiliary verbs and articleemoved (e.g., "Remains at
Colorado camp linked to missing Chicago man"). Heeve headlines sometimes
omit the subject (e.g., "Jumps From Boat, Catche¥/heel”) or verb (e.g., "Cat
woman lucky").

Subhead

A subhead (also sub-headline, subheading, sulatitldeck) can be either a
subordinate title under the main headline, or teading of a subsection of the
article. It is a heading that precedes the maity xa group of paragraphs of the
main text. It helps encapsulate the entire piec&forms the reader of the topic of
part of it. Long or complex articles often have mtran one subheading. Subheads
are thus one type of entry point that help readske choices, such as where to
begin (or stop) reading.

Billboard

An article billboard is capsule summary text, oftgrst one sentence or
fragment, which is put into a sidebar or text bezniiniscent of an outdoor
billboard) on the same page to grab the readetehtein as they are flipping
through the pages to encourage them to stop auldtheaarticle. When it consists
of a (sometimes compressed) sample of the teXieohtticle, it is known as a call-
out or callout, and when it consists of a quotat{erg. of an article subject,
informant, or interviewee), it is referred to agalled quotation or pull quote.
Additional billboards of any of these types may eap later in the article
(especially on subsequent pages) to entice funtsading. Journalistic websites
sometimes use animation techniques to swap ortmoéilll for another (e.g. a slide
of a call-out may be replaced by a photo with puibte after some short time has
elapsed). Such billboards are also used as poittehe article in other sections of
the publication or site, or as advertisements e piece in other publication or
sites.

Lead

The most important structural element of a storyhis lead, including the
story's first, or leading, sentence or two, whidmast always form its own
paragraph.

The lead is usually the first sentence, or in scases the first two sentences,
and is ideally 20-25 words in length. A lead musliabce the ideal of maximum
information conveyed with the constraint of the aadability of a long sentence.
This makes writing a lead an optimization problem,which the goal is to
articulate the most encompassing and interestizgrsient that a writer can make
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in one sentence, given the material with which hehe has to work. While a rul
of thumb says the lead should answer most or ahefiive Ws, few leads can fit
all of these.

19%}
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Article leads are sometimes categorized into headld and soft leads. A hard
lead aims to provide a comprehensive thesis wialth the reader what the articl
will cover. A soft lead introduces the topic in am creative, attention-seeking
fashion, and is usually followed by a nutshell paaph, a brief summary of facts.

)

Example of a hard-lead paragraph

NASA is proposing another space project. The agenbudget request,
announced today, included a plan to send anoth&sioni to the moon. This timg
the agency hopes to establish a long-term facl#ya jumping-off point for othe
space adventures. The budget requests approxingteliillion for the project.

1%

Example of a soft-lead sentence

Humans will be going to the moon again. The NASA@mcement came as
the agency requested $10 billion of appropriatimnghe project.

1%

An "off-lead" is the second most important frongpanews of the day. Thg
off-lead appears either in the top left cornerdioectly below the lead on the right.

To "bury the lead" is to begin the article with kgound information or
details of secondary importance to the readersijrfgrthem to read more deeply
into an article than they should have to in ordediscover the essential point(s).
is a common mistake in press releases, but a deasdic of an academic writing
style.

—

Nutshell paragraph

A nutshell paragraph (also simply nutshell, or'gtaph, nut graf, nutgraf, etc
in journalism jargon) is a brief paragraph (occaalty there can be more than ong)
that summarizes the news value of the story, sonestibullet-pointed and/or se
off in a box. Nut-shell paragraphs are used pdeity in feature stories (ses
"Feature style" below).

—

\U

Paragraphs

Paragraphs (shortened as 'graphs, graphs, grgiarerin journalistic jargon
form the bulk of an article. Common usage is theg or two sentences each form
their own paragraph.

Inverted pyramid structure

With this style, the writer puts the “big twist"—rmaeing the info that matters
most to the reader—first before anything else.
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This style allows the writer to summarize the stirst and allow for cuttable
elements of information as the story goes on. Tdeder can scan the article
quickly, getting the juiciest stuff from the get-géou are satisfying the reader’s
thirst for news gossip this way, which is good hesgait will mean that the reader
will likely come back to your site again.

But equally as important (though not really brough) is the way that the
inverted pyramid style trains you to write the @ds. You will begin to organize all
your articles this way, which will tighten your wirig and will keep your readers
coming back for more.

The inverted pyramid is a metaphor used by joustsland other writers to
illustrate how information should be prioritiseddastructured in prose (e.g., a news
report). It is a common method for writing newsrste and has wide adaptability to
other kinds of texts, such as blogs, editorial ol and marketing factsheets. It is
a way to communicate the basics about a topicenrthial sentences. The inverted
pyramid is taught to mass communication and joismalstudents, and is
systematically used in English-language media.

The inverted or upside-down pyramid can be thowdt#s a triangle pointing
down. The widest part at the top represents the swisstantial, interesting, and
important information that the writer means to aeynillustrating that this kind of
material should head the article, while the tagedmwer portion illustrates that
other material should follow in order of diminisgirmportance.

It is sometimes called a summary news lead styldhattom line up front
(BLUF). The opposite, the failure to mention the stnamportant, interesting or
attention-grabbing elements of a story in the apgmiaragraphs, is called burying
the lede.

Journalists usually describe the organization rucsiire of a news story as an
inverted pyramid. The essential and most intergstiements of a story are put at
the beginning, with supporting information followinin order of diminishing
importance.

THE INTRO

Main detail

86 Media Writing and Practices



This structure enables readers to stop readingyapaint and still come away News
with the essence of a story. It allows people fg@e a topic to only the depth that
their curiosity takes them, and without the impositof details or nuances that they
could consider irrelevant, but still making thafoirmation available to more
interested readers.

This is a good basic pattern, and works well fon@e news stories. Thig
"shape" of the news story, with a "broad" top afdarow" base, is in the weight
of the news itself.

The inverted pyramid structure also enables astitte be trimmed to any
arbitrary length during layout, to fit in the spaeilable.

Writers are often admonished "Don't bury the lead!®&nsure that they present
the most important facts first, rather than requarihe reader to go through several
paragraphs to find them.

Some writers start their stories with the "1-2-8d& yet there are many kind
of lead available. This format invariably startshwa "Five Ws" opening paragrap
(as described above), followed by an indirect qubst serves to support a major
element of the first paragraph, and then a diraotejto support the indirect quote

> O

The first paragraph which is called the intro, eam$ the most newsworthy
part of the story - the newest, most unusual, nmistesting and most significant
told clearly and simply. This is followed by a fdkplanation and all the details.
The most newsworthy parts of the story will be tent nearest to the top of the
story.

The later part of the story - the tapering pointtioé inverted pyramid -
contains detail which is helpful, but not essential

However, when one has to write a more complex reay, a more complex
structure is necessary.

Purpose

Other styles are also used in news writing, inclgdihe “anecdotal lead,
which begins the story with an eye-catching talarmecdote rather than the central
facts; and the Q&A, or question-and-answer formhe inverted pyramid may als
include a "hook" as a kind of prologue, typicallypm@vocative quote, question, d
image, to entice the reader into committing to ireguthe full story.

=0

This format is valued for two reasons. First, read@n leave the story at arly
point and understand it, even if they do not hdivtha details. Second, it conducts
readers through the details of the story by the end

This system also means that information less tatéhe reader's understanding
comes later in the story, where it is easier td edt for space or other reasons.

n
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This is called "cutting from the bottom." Ratheanhpetering out, a story may end
with a "kicker"—a conclusion, perhaps call to actiewhich comes after the
pyramid. This is particularly common in featurelstarticles.

History

Historians disagree about when the form was credfady say the invention
of the telegraph sparked its development by engingareporters to condense
material, to reduce costs, or to hedge againstutireliability of the telegraph
network. Studies of 19th-century news stories inefican newspapers, however,
suggest that the form spread several decades tteder the telegraph, possibly
because the reform era's social and educationaédancouraged factual reporting
rather than more interpretive narrative styles.

Chip Scanlan's essay on the form includes thisufretly cited example of
telegraphic reporting:

This evening at about 9:30 p.m. at Ford's Thed#te President, while sitting
in his private box with Mrs. Lincoln, Mrs. Harrisié Major Rathburn, was shot by
an assassin, who suddenly entered the box andagbwd behind the President.

The assassin then leaped upon the stage, brargliaHarge dagger or knife,
and made his escape in the rear of the theatre.

The pistol ball entered the back of the Presiddrdgad and penetrated nearly
through the head. The wound is mortal.

The President has been insensible ever since iinflated, and is now dying.

About the same hour an assassin, whether the sammtp entered Mr.
Seward's apartment and under pretense of havingszrption was shown to the
Secretary’s sick chamber. The assassin immediaished to the bed and inflicted
two or three stabs on the chest and two on the facehoped the wounds may not
be mortal. My apprehension is that they will préael.

The nurse alarmed Mr. Frederick Seward, who waannadjoining rented
room, and he hastened to the door of his fatheldsny when he met the assassin,
who inflicted upon him one or more dangerous wouilti® recovery of Frederick
Seward is doubtful.

It is not probable that the President will livedhgh the night.
General Grant and his wife were advertised to likeatheatre...
—New York Herald, April 15, 1865

Who, when, where, why, what, and how are addressdue first paragraph.
As the article continues, the less important detaile presented. An even more
pyramid-conscious reporter or editor would move awddlitional details to the first
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two sentences: That the shot was to the head, latdttwas expected to prove News
fatal. The transitional sentence about the Gramigests that less-important facts
are being added to the rest of the story.

Other news outlets such as the Associated Pressotlidse this format when
covering the assassination, instead adopting ahological organization.

Writers against the Inverted Pyramid

Some journalists out there...they just don't like theerted pyramid. Who
knows why? Perhaps they feel it pressures thenrite & certain way. Maybe they
want to write long, boring articles where the stdoesn’t get going until the jump
page. They want control of the reader’s attentibell, what they don’t understang
is that the reader has true control. And if thedeeas made bored because the
writer has produced an uninteresting article, thes their fault—not the readersg.
Journalists like these should only be allowed titenveatures and editorials, Nng
breaking news stories.

—

Here are some things they might not appreciate tath@uinverted pyramid
style:

* Same old same old style

It is the repetition that does them in. After a lhthe same structure is boring
to them. And | can understand that point. Doingtlaimg the same way for a long
time is boring. But again, to reiterate my poihg teader likes it this way. And that
is all that counts.

«  The structure can get messy, too

Not always, but for some writers, the inverted pyich can amount to ar]
article that can stretch on for too long with iengnt facts. That is why you negd
good judgment and good editors to catch this prolilefore it happens to you. The
formula can get lazy. Before you know it, every afeyour stories begins with ¢
date in the first sentence—BORING!

=4

Some in the media critique the inverted pyramid bming artless, and
certainly, it is not right for every news story,iaeemoves a great deal of autonomy
from the reporter. Others link inverted pyramidlstio the decline in newspaper
readership, arguing that, by giving away the endirsg, the structure goes againgt
the very fundamentals of narrative. Some scholax® ltheorized that the inverted
pyramid structure might actually be more difficidt readers to understand.

With the emergence of online news writing, the mee pyramid structure ig
not as prominent as it once was. In the online &iyrwhere editors are no longer
bound by column inches, an article’s length is mfegible. Similarly, online
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journalism is increasingly influenced by the presewf bloggers, who typically
eschew traditional news writing structure.

« CONCLUSION

The inverted pyramid structure simply means pladimg most fundamental
information in the lead paragraph of the story, #meh arranging the remaining
details, from most important to least important, tire following nut graphs.
Although there are critics of the inverted pyrarstgle, it remains a widely used
approach to mass media news writing.

Chronological order

The chronological report is both ‘chronological’ #-that you must present
your information in the order of time — and a ‘refpo—i.e. it is a way of
providing non-fictionalised, factual information &oreader.

Often, this way of writing will be used to explagnseries of events. If you're
reporting on a criminal law case for a newspapsrekample, you'll likely present
your information in the order at which events ocedr You'd start with day one of
the trial, and then work through the case as itgeds, finishing with the final
verdict.

The chronological report ties in closely with theverted pyramid style of
writing — it's a style of writing used to preseniircent news information or to
depict a series of events that took place.

This is an especially useful way of telling storesout sequences of events,
rather than single events. We can picture this re#ary structure as in the diagram
below:

THE INTRO

Main detall

ABojouniys
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When the Minister of Transport opens a new bridlgete is one simple ever
to report. This story can be reported as a simplerted pyramid.

News

However, when a group of angry landowners breakthapceremony, fightg
the police who are on duty and kidnaps the Minjdtas better to tell the news as
in inverted pyramid intro, followed by a telling tifie story in chronological ordet.
We shall tell the reader or listener at the begigrwhat the news is going to be |n
the story, and then tell the story as it happens.

There is still one more story structure to discusswever, and it is an
important one. It is one which is widely used tb¢emplex stories. It is one which
you will need to master.

Why use the chronological report?

This style of writing is surprisingly uncommon. Aone common approach t
writing in a style like this is to use the non-chotbgical report, which is the
similar to a chronological report, but without neegto present the information in
any order.

O

If you're reporting on a criminal case, for exampdd you're using a nont
chronological report, you might begin with a qubitam the prosecutor who spok
to the jury half way through the case. You wouldméed to first explain that th
prosecutor entered the courthouse, spoke with lreatcand then addressed the
judge.

D

117

Chronological reports and digital media

Today, chronological reports are often used dupgegods of breaking news|.
The BBC will use a chronological report to keepdera up to date with the lategt
information on Brexit or a general election. Foaeple, here’s the updates on the
Tory leadership race, presented in a chronologagairt style.

If there is a major natural disaster or an irregehgent in society, news sites
might use this style of writing to explain how tixeents transpired on the day. This
article on the BBC about the Iranian Embassy sie@®02 is a great example.

When should you use a chronological report?

If you're a journalist or a reporter, you probahige this writing style to
present the right information to your audiencet &sppens.

If you're a blogger, you probably turn to more egigg and creative writing
styles, and present your content in a way thatwallgou to provide your own
opinion on the topics you talk about.

If you're an author, chances are you won't evertagestyle of writing.
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But, even if you don't use this structure when yanite, you might consider
writing about a topic of interest as a chronolobre@ort by way of practice.

Pyramid of pyramids

When a story has a number of different parts td i§ better to tell the story
one part at a time than to jump backwards and faisvbetween the different parts.
This means that you go to the end of one partngethe minor details about that,
before moving on to the major details of the neatt.p

This story structure is a pyramid of pyramids, iniehh each part of the story is
told in a mini-inverted pyramid of its own. The seqce of these mini-pyramids
will depend upon the newsworthiness of each one. mbst newsworthy part of
the story will come first, followed by the otherrfgin decreasing order of
importance.

Just as you have to rank key points in their ooderewsworthiness in order to
write the intro, so you have to rank these minigogids into their order of
newsworthiness in order to write a complex story.

The story will start with an intro, followed by twar three paragraphs written
as though the story was going to be a simple iedgplyramid. In other words, you
start by telling the most important key pointsheit order of importance.

After a few paragraphs, you will have introduced thost important parts of
the story. You can now concentrate on the first partthe story, told in its own
mini-pyramid. When you have finished that, you caove on to the next part, and
so on, until you have told the whole story.

Note how each mini-pyramid is smaller than the jmes one. The story is still
basically structured like a pyramid, going from thm®st important to the least
important.

How many mini-pyramids there are will depend uploa $tory. There may be
only two - perhaps a minister's announcement ofew molicy, followed by
opponents' criticism of it.

There may be three or four or five mini-pyramidghere are that many parts
to the story.

The important thing is for you to understand tlaystlearly and then to tell it
clearly.

TO SUMMARISE

Use the inverted pyramid style of newswriting teegyour readers or listeners
the most important facts first.
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If you need to tell part of the story in the ordemvhich events happened, use News
chronological order after the opening paragrate-ntro - or first few paragraphs,

If a story is complex with lots of different secai® speakers or issues, use the
pyramid of pyramids style.

Kicker

A kicker can refer to multiple things:
* The last story in the news broadcast; a "happyystoend the show

* A short, catchy word or phrase accompanying a nfaadline, "intended
to provoke interest in, editorialize about, or pdavorientation"

Feature style

News stories are not the only type of material #ygpear in newspapers and
magazines. Longer articles, such as magazine eotieles and the pieces that lead
the inside sections of a newspaper, are known atsires. Feature stories differ
from straight news in several ways. Foremost isatteence of a straight-news ledd,
most of the time. Instead of offering the esserfce story up front, feature writerg
may attempt to lure readers in.

While straight news stories always stay in thirdspa point of view, it is
common for a feature article to slip into first p@n. The journalist often details
interactions with interview subjects, making theqa more personal.

A feature's first paragraphs often relate an ioing moment or event, as in gan
"anecdotal lead". From the particulars of a persorepisode, its view quickly
broadens to generalities about the story's subject.

The section that signals what a feature is abowalked the nut graph of
billboard. Billboards appear as the third or foystiragraph from the top, and may
be up to two paragraphs long. Unlike a lead, &déid rarely gives everything
away. It reflects the fact that feature writers @aorhold their readers' attention o
the end, which requires engendering curiosity afidriog a "payoff." Feature
paragraphs tend to be longer than those of newestavith smoother transition
between them. Feature writers use the active-ventistouction and concrets
explanations of straight news but often put momsqeality in their prose.

U 1°2)

Feature stories often close with a "kicker" rativan simply petering out.

}lo 7 hat ( |here Inhen !
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The 12 steps to writing news:

It takes practice to write an effective news stdnyt here are 12 simple rules
you can follow to help you.

1. Decide what the news is

Focus on the part of your story that is likely te @f most interest to your
readers. Stories become news because of their tampa; emotion, impact,
timeliness and interest to the reader.

The more people involved, the more newsworthy tbey/sLikewise, the more
people affected, whether it's by campus car-parldhgrges or a pay award for
staff, the more newsworthy the story is.

News is what's new. Time is of the essence. So 'wimews today probably
won’'t be news in a few days, unless there are nregar developments.

2. Who, what, where, when, why and how?

Include information that answers these questiorikimvithe headline and the
first two paragraphs. Try to get as many of theiks the first (lead) paragraph as
possible.

For example your first line could be: “Sanjeev Btmas[WHO] presented
degree certificates for the first time [WHAT] atighweek’s [WHEN] summer
graduation ceremonies in Brighton [WHERE].”

3. News first, background later

Tell the best bits — the new bits — first. The lmaokind to the story should
come later.

Don't try and tease your readers into getting te &md of your article by
withholding information.

Would your story still make sense if someone realg the first two lines? Or
even just the headline? It should.

4. Be objective and stick to facts

The reporting ‘voice’ in the story should containhyofacts. Any opinions or
subjective descriptions should be attributed tamed source.

E.g. don't write: ‘The event was a great succesklad to a pleasing increase
in applications’.

Who says it was a success? Who is pleased?

Instead, write: ‘Dr Jones said the event went wélhvas a great success and |
am pleased that, since it took place, we have hadver of new applications.”
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5. Keep it simple and short News

News stories should be no more than 400 words land,preferably 250-30(
words long. You need to write in a succinct andagmgg way but still include all
the important facts.

Don’t include too many flowery words. Be punchyséfmething isn't essentia|l
to the story, don’t include it.

For text to be easily readable at speed, writdortssentences (think 25 words
or fewer) and use simple language.

Use plain English and not academic or technicglgar

Assume no prior knowledge - some people find iphglto imagine that they
are explaining the story to a relative who doewmwtk in higher education.

6. Acronyms

Universities are full of acronyms and, especiaflyou have worked in thg
sector a long time, it can be easy to forget tlwataveryone will understand what
they mean.

Always spell out an acronym the first time it isdsfollowed by the acronyn
itself in parentheses. From then on, in your stgoy may use the acronym. E.g.
‘the School of Media, Film and Music (MFM) organilséhe event. MFM is ...

7. House style

The University has a 'house style' — a consistayt of writing — that is part of
our brand. Having a set house style helps to comveimpression of quality and
thoroughness, no matter who is writing or editing.

8. Exclamation marks

Do not use! (As the author Scott Fitzgerald sdid like laughing at your own
jokes.)

9. Don't use ‘I or ‘we’

Readers won't necessarily know who wrote a newsleytso don't talk about
yourself or your team in the first person.

—

Always name individuals (even if that person is youunits/teams mentione
in your piece. Never say ‘we held a lecture’; iastesay ‘the History departmer
held a lecture’.

—

10. Write a great headline

Many news writers argue that the headline is thglsimost important part of
a news story.
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Research shows that, on average, 80% of peopleordgdeadlines and then
skip the rest of the story.

For this reason, you need to make sure that yaucdear, concise and tells
your story using just a few (4-8) words. What is thinimum information that you
want a skim reader to know?

Many find it easiest to write the headline lastisflay you can try taking your
first line and trying to distil it back to its batwmnes. Cut out unnecessary words
and shorten phrases (e.g. ‘leads to improvemestsrbes ‘improves’).

This is not an easy skill and takes practice, buig worth spending time on
getting it right.

PS Don't pun in a headline unless it explains ystary better than plain
English. Puns are fun for the writer but can mutldy water and are not always
universally understood (particularly those usingfural or geographically-specific
references). Choose clarity over cleverness, pdatiy when writing online news.

11. Think pictures

A good photo or other image to accompany your siera great way to
reinforce and complement your news. When you aréngryour story, always
think of how you could illustrate the story wittpecture.

12. Check your work

Even if a deadline is really tight, still take ttime to check. Chances are you
will spot at least one mistake every time.

Make sure that your text has no spelling mistakeduding names, or any
errors with grammar or punctuation. Then read éragain, asking yourself:

» Does it make sense?

Are things explained in order?

Is it as easy as possible to understand?
Is it accurate?

Have you repeated yourself?

Are any ideas or phrases covered twice?

Is it written in plain English?

vV V VYV ¥V V VYV V

Are all dates and numbers correct?

If you wrote the article, get someone else to logkr it for you. You might
also want or need to run it by any individuals pits/fteams mentioned in the piece.
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The Hourglass News

Every trade has its secrets, every job has itstdloé carpenter’'s hammer and
saw, the plumber's wrench, the painter's palettd brushes. In Shakespeard's
time, actors used to carry bags that containedtalés of their art: makeup
costumes, props that enabled them to switch incamaf character as the drama on
stage demanded.

The hourglass structure is one such device. A stbape that journalists can
employ when they have news to report and a stoigliito

“It's important for a reader to be cradled in austure.” It's an apt metaphoy
since a cradle is a framework used to support danget

Stories need a support, shape, a structure, isaime way a building needs |a
frame and our bodies a skeleton. Ernest Hemingwagne-time reporter whg
became one of America’s most influential novelisisd this in mind when he said,
“Prose is architecture, not interior decorationffeEtive writers understand thi
and make sure their toolbox contains a varietyafysshapes.

U7

The best stories often create their own shapegsgritonsider their material,
determine what they want the story to say, and tiemide on the best way to say

—

Architects and writers follow the same rule: Fotidws content. That mean
before you design a container you determine what ryeed to put inside. You
wouldn’t try to ship an elephant in a shoebox.

1"

But journalists, like all writers, sometimes rely tried-and-true forms and
formulas: the inverted pyramid, the “five boxes’pagpach, the nut graf story. Yo
need to be familiar with these forms whether oryumi decide to write your story
in a completely new way.

p—

“Formulaic writing has gotten a bad name,” saysr®@yOnline Editor Bill
Mitchell, a veteran reporter and editor. “Done tjgh diverts creatively from
formula in ways that serve the needs of the storyaad. Tying the reporting, as
well as the writing, to the form lends a discipliard focus that produce better
stories.”

A4

The hourglass was named by Roy Peter Clark in E3&3 he had begun tq
notice something new in his morning paper.

It wasn't the news; it was the way the news wasidgaold. In their stories,
reporters seemed to be combining two forms: theeried pyramid and the
narrative.

Clark was a likely discoverer. A college Englistelature professor-turned
newspaper writing coach and reporter, he usedkilis as a literary scholar and his
experience in the newsroom to deconstruct the form.
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In an article published in the Washington JourmalReview (since renamed
American Journalism Review), he described this famd gave it a distinctive
name: the hourglass. It provided an alternativarlC$aid, “that respects traditional
news values, considers the needs of the readess tttvantage of narrative, and
spurs the writer to new levels of reporting.”

Clark said the hourglass story can be dividedtintee parts:

THE TOP:

Here you deliver the news in a summary lead, foldwby three or four
paragraphs that answer the reader’'s most pressgggigns. In the top you give the
basic news, enough to satisfy a time-pressed re#dearreport the story in its most
concise form. If all that is read is the top, tkeader is still informed. Because it's
limited to four to six paragraphs, the top of therg should contain only the most
significant information.

THE TURN:

Here you signal the reader that a narrative, ugwehitonological, is beginning.
Usually, the turn is a transitional phrase thattams attribution for the narrative
that follows: according to police, eyewitnessescdbed the event this way, the
shooting unfolded this way, law enforcement souerebneighbors agree.

THE NARRATIVE:

The story has three elements: a beginning, midalieesmd. The bottom allows
the writer to tell a chronological narrative contplevith detail, dialogue, and
background information.

The hourglass form summarizes the news, then difts narrative. The top
delivers the news, the turn acts as a transitl@narrative tells the story.

The hourglass can be used in all kinds of stodeme, business, government,
even to report meetings. It's best suited, howeflggrdramatic stories that can be
told in chronological fashion. In the right hands, the following story from The
Miami Herald illustrates, the hourglass is a vigadorm that provides the news-
conscious discipline of the inverted pyramid and #torytelling qualities of the
classic narrative.

 BEHIND THE HOURGLASS

1. THE TOP
“Shots Fired While He Stabbed Ex-Wife

By Conie Piloto and Molly Hennessy-Fiske
The Miami Herald
Aug. 9, 1998
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It wasn’t the first time that Dennis Leach had ey terrorized his ex-wife, News
But it will be the last.

Leach, 37, was shot by Davie police Saturday aftemnafter he disregarde
their orders to drop his knife and instead plungeepeatedly into Joyce Leac
outside her duplex at 6110 SW 41st Ct.

Dennis Leach was pronounced dead at the sceneexigife, who asked
police, “Why did you shoot him?” as she was loanhd the ambulance, was takgn
to Memorial Regional Hospital in Hollywood, wherbeswas listed in stable
condition.

= L

The mayhem was witnessed by Dennis Leach’s pasmissome neighbors.
The neighbors said turmoil at the Leach home wasimgp new.

In May, Dennis Leach was charged with aggravatsdwdswhen, according t(
police, he showed up with a hammer, broke a windmd chased his ex-wif¢
around the duplex, shouting, “I'm going to kill y6u

In the first five paragraphs, the story conveysth# information the time-
pressed reader needs to know: Police shoot to deattan who refuses their
commands to drop his knife and stabs his ex-wis¢éegd. The top answers several
of the five W’s: who, what, where, when, why, adlvas how. A special feature of
this lead is the first paragraph, which departmftbe usual summary lead: Polige
shot and killed a 37-year-old Davie man after reratjarded their orders to drgp
his knife. Instead the writer draws in the readihan indirect approach that sums
up the situation with chilling finality.

2. THE TURN
Police and neighbors gave this account of thetlai@®sestic violence:

The transition is short, alerting the reader tlet mews report is shifting t¢
storytelling form and indicating the sources fa tthronicle to come.
3. THE NARRATIVE

“Dennis Leach became angry with his 37-year-oldvife- after he went to 4
neighborhood bar Friday night. He stormed intodhgslex Saturday afternoon and
threatened her with a butcher knife.

A terrified Joyce Leach dashed next door to theiadjg home of Leach’s
parents.

“He’s got a knife, and he’s gonna kill me!” Leach®ther, Reba Leach, said
her daughter-in-law screamed.

At the same time, 15-year-old April Leach, one leéit six children, called
from a convenience store blocks away.

“Your father is going to kill me!” Joyce Leach yedl.
April Leach hung up and dialed 911.

When officers arrived at the duplex, Dennis Leads whasing his ex-wifg
with a knife.

Media Writing and Practices 99



News

Police ordered him to drop the weapon, said DaaptCJohn George.
Instead, Leach started stabbing her.

An officer fired at Dennis Leach, striking him armba knee, but he wouldn’t
stop plunging the knife into his ex-wife, neighbeesd.

An officer or officers fired again, this time hitg Leach in the chest. He
collapsed and died on the side of the road. Hisrgarwere watching from inside
their home.

Davie police would not say whether more than orfecaf fired at Dennis
Leach, nor would they identify the officer or offis.

Neighbors say they heard at least five shots.

As police carried Joyce Leach to an ambulanceknife still stuck in her right
shoulder, she turned to police and said: “Is hedde&ahe dead. ... Why did you
shoot him?” said next-door neighbor Shannon Sclemnitz

As Joyce was hoisted into the ambulance and pplaeed a yellow tarp over
Dennis Leach’s body, April Leach and a brothenadi

The two siblings cried and tried to run to theirthrer and father but were
escorted away.

Police later drove them to Memorial Regional Hasipgid be with their mother.

Dennis and Joyce Leach lived for years in the dumlened by Leach’s
parents.

“They’ve had a lot of trouble in the past,” Schmitzaid.

As the couple’s problems escalated, the Departrae&hildren and Family
Services stepped in. The state took custody ofltiidren for a while, placing them
in foster homes, neighbors said.

Joyce Leach got a job at Dunkin’ Donuts, just boekvay, but Dennis Leach
couldn’t stay out of trouble.

In May, Davie police charged him with domestic eiote and aggravated
assault after the incident with the hammer. He ecawicted and jailed for 90 days.

He got out Tuesday night and returned to his famitpuse, his mother said.

“We weren’t supposed to let him stay here,” his meotsaid. “But he just
showed up.”

The time had come to tell the story of what trarexspithe night Dennis Leach
died. The writer tells the story chronologicallyrading together information
gleaned from interviews with the sources identifiedhe turn. As with all stories,
the narrative section has a beginning, a middle deacribes the main action, and
an end, with the climactic cry of the abused exewifWhy did you shoot him?”
The conclusion wraps up the story with backgroumauathe couple’s troubles and
then, like many good stories, ends on a note ttfates back to the beginning. Note
how the writer uses dramatic quotations and viwthills, such as the yellow tarp

100 Media Writing and Practices



that covers Dennis Leach’s body, to show the nagacene that the reader
merely told about in the top.

The hourglass is a form that satisfies editors pieder a traditional approac
to news writing as well as impatient readers whe ¢asily of leisurely approachg
to stories that take forever to get to the poirgaékers who want a more comple

story, who like to see a story unfold as they ré&adare happy as well. The

hourglass serves readers’ need for news and tatiral desire for story.

SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER

* News is information about current events. This rhayprovided through
many different media: word of mouth, printing, pstsystems,
broadcasting, electronic communication, or throupk testimony of
observers and witnesses to events. A sentencegisugp of words that
makes complete sense.

* News can travel through different communication raed

* Speed of news transmission, of course, still vangdly on the basis of
where and how one lives.

* Journalists are often expected to aim for objegtivieporters claim to try,
to cover all sides of an issue without bias, aspamed to commentator
or analysts, who provide opinion or personal poaftgiew.

* News writing attempts to answer all the basic daoest about any
particular event—who, what, when, where and why (Hive Ws) and
also often how—at the opening of the article.

» Akicker can refer to multiple things:

e The last story in the news broadcast; a "hapmyydo end the show

* A sshort, catchy word or phrase accompanying antagadline, "intended
to provoke interest in, editorialize about, or pdavorientation”

EXERCISE

Short Questions:

Q. 1. What is NEWS?

Ans. News is information about current events. This rhayprovided through
many different media: word of mouth, printing, @dssystems, broadcasting
electronic communication, or through the testimofhybservers and witnesses
events.

Q. 2. Define Inverted Pyramid.

Ans. News writing attempts to answer all the basic gjaes about any
particular event—who, what, when, where and whg (f#ive Ws) and also oftef
how—at the opening of the article. This form ofusture is sometimes called th
“inverted pyramid”, to refer to the decreasing im@oce of information in
subsequent paragraphs.
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News Q. 3. Define Pyramid of Pyramid

Ans. When a story has a number of different parts td i§ better to tell the
story one part at a time than to jump backwardsfanglards between the different
parts. This story structure is a pyramid of pyrasnid which each part of the story
is told in a mini-inverted pyramid of its own.

Multiple Choice Questions
1. The British Broadcasting Company began transmittiagdio news from
London in:

(@ 1935
(b) 1922
(c) 1919
(d) 1015
An. (b)
2. BBC World service Television was introduced in whiear?
(& 1991
(b) 1985
(c) 1995
(d) 2000
Ans. (a)
3. News content should contain:
(@) 3Ws
(b) 4 Ws
(c) 5Ws
(d) 6Ws
Ans. (c)
4. The Inter Press Service was founded in:
(@) 1934
(b) 1944
(c) 1954
(d) 1064
Ans. (d)

« ANSWER IN BRIEF

What is the importance of NEWS?
Define Inverted Pyramid Structure.
Define Pyramid of Pyramid

P wbdE

What are the 12 steps of news writing?
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